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GUIDE OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

of ensuring the protection of human rights protectors.

It also included models for many violations applications related to human
rights protectors violations to be used in documenting cases of violations.

Target Groups

Target group list included — which is also classified as human rights
protectors — workers in human rights organizations, press media,
political activists, lawyers, writers, authors, artists, syndicates
members,researchers, monitors of election integrity, judges working
on promoting justice values, associates of army forces and security
who fail to carry out orders which considers -if executed- as a human
right violation, and every person who works on promoting human rights
values and principles.

The Expected Results of This Guide

This guide is a package of principles, guidelines, general guidance to
human rights protectors to benefit from and to have a knowledgeable
background of human rights protection while executing their activities. In
this context, we assure on the importance of creating not onlyinnovative
ways but also new means by humanright protectors to commensurate with
their need and to adapt with their environment conditions, additionally,
with all updates and stages.

As a conclusion, the Yemeni Observatory for Human Rights recall all
interested researches, activists in human right field to provide them more
with additional notes they assume might be useful developing this work
in the future.

Contact Us:
Observatory60@gmail.com



caveats that should be taken into consideration for firstly the protector
protection, the security of his organization, or the human rights state he/
she works for, as this chapter was concluded with determinants of public
security.

This chapter puts a nhumber of measures that benefit human rights
protectors defending thier office security with guidelines methodologies
tracked by international organization, as well as, providing substituent
security tips upon field visits. This chapter devoted a section on human
rights protector with reviewing political, social, and culturalenvironments
aspects that protectors can face. Regarding protectors attacks, the guide
also citeda number of preventive measures shall be followed.

- Chapter Il of the guide was allocated to human rights security
protectors technologically since technical rapid development and its
circulation. While human rights protectors use efficient technology to
promote and strengthen human rights principles and values, the same
technology is used against protectors whether to control or prosecute
them by totalitarian regimes. Thus, the guide in this chapter assured of
discussing several procedures, mechanisms, and technical caveats for
human rights protectors.

- Chapter IV and V of this guide specified a list of international,
regional , national officials and non-governmental institutions and
its communicational mechanism with presenting the most essential
programs and activities in human rights protection field and how to assist
promoting aspects of human rights protection. Chapter V concluded
explaining different mechanisms of human rights protection such as
monitoring, documentation, directing appeals, statements of solidarity
and the usage of various social media and advocacy available and
possible means.

- Chapter VI of this guide included procedural requirements shall
be guided with while implementing any training or activity that targets
developing skills of human rights protectors.

The guide also devoted a section that includes ( the declaration on
the rights and responsibility of individuals, groups, society states in
promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms
recognized worldwide), besides the European Union statement guidelines
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GUIDE OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

In addition to the challenges mentioned, there are other several reasons
and factors both political and legalthat set human rights protectors in a
very narrow and limited action.

Out of these challenges and constrains which human rights projectors
face, the guide of human rights protectors shall be issued due to its
importance, and to achieve following objectives:

The Guide Objectives

- Providing human rights protectors with knowledgeable concepts
related to their work and their human rights activities, as well as providing
them with guidelineswhich enable them to cope more and to mitigate the
violations they face.

- Providing human rights protectors with information related to
international, regional and national mechanisms of human rights, as well
as non-governmental mechanisms that provide human rights protectors
with protective aids and assistance.

- Provide the human rights library in Yemen and the Gulf Countries
with a cognitive material, textured knowledge, anda sufficient reference
to assist human rights protectors securing their movements and human
rights activities.

Procedures to Achieve Objectives:

= Chapter lof the guide defined the concept of human rights
protection/protectors; institutions, and agencies responsible for
protecting human rights defenders in particular. It also explained the
most prominent risks that human rights protectors can facewith a detailed
analysis of the protector environment, particularly in Yemen and the Gulf
Countries. It also reviewed in-depth the most protuberant violations,
followed by some of human rights protectors models who were subjected
to violations in Yemen, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.

= Chapter Il of the guide put indicative determinants for the
human rights protectors and how shall be aware of his/her environment
surroundings in which he/she functions, providing number of personal

Executive Summary



to the harmonization of the national legislation with international
instruments on human rights.

Regarding Gulf countries, Human Rights protection and ensuring them
considers the most prominent challenge for human rights protectors
since those countries have not ratified most of human rights international
covenants, in addition to the shortcoming of ensuring these rights in
its national legislation along with authorities restriction ,the control on
human rights protectors and facing continuously numerous violations.

- The bilateral sectarian diversity in Yemen and Gulf countries has
recently taken a risky and serious turn when human rights protectors
faced continuous prosecution as a result of theiropposite opinions and
attitudes against violations based on doctrine; Bahrein, Yemen, Saudi
Arabia represent blatant examples of violations under the title of sectarian
strife agitation besides other charges such asprotests incitement and
undermining the state stature.

= The coalition of governing institutions with conservative religious
establishment which arbitrary interpret the religious text in favor of the
ruling regime, including tightening the security grip and acquiring this
coalition to the elements and resources of the country such as education
institutions, judiciary , army, security, media, religious institutions,
institutions as well as public office and positions, promotions and others.

All of that led to inclining human rights principles and its protection on
both legislation and execution level.

- The financial position of Gulf Countries regarding Oil in addition
to the distinguished geographical location of Yemen had made most of
major countries acting on United Nations resolutions overlook on a lot
of human rights violations rather than defending human rights and its
protectors and activists.

= Political, economic and social structure of the ruling regimes in
these countries along with its totalitarian character, does not allow the
formation of freedom, justice and equal citizenship values.

L

il

PR TINY

i

-

i)




GUIDE OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Executive Summary

This guide is being issued related to Human Rights protectionin the most
sensitive period of time, impacting Arab Region generally, Yemen and
Gulf Countries particularly.

Demonstrations and protest movements have escalated, media
effectiveness has increased, and humanrights haveimmerged with new
bloody scene. Numbers of periodic reports have been written and issued
by international, regional and national organizations which are based
on protectors’ efforts of human rights violations in Yemen and Gulf
Countries.

Since human rights activism has beencontinuouslyexpanding.
Conversely, relevant authorities have tightened their grip and exposed
many humanrights protectors to various violations including prosecution,
arbitrary detention, unfair trials, international travel bans, and restrictions
on the freedom expressing opinions and other violations which created
difficulties and challenges that prevented human rights activists and
protectors carrying on their mission.

Human Rights Protectors Challenges:

Human rights protectors are exposed to face several challenges and
difficulties on both legislative level and in terms of working on fields.
Most prominent challenges of human rights protectors come as follows:

- Local legislations whichcollided with the content of international
human rights agreements and covenants. Despite the fact that Yemen
has ratified on many international human rights covenants and
agreements, additionally, to the advanced local legislations comparing
to Gulf countries, there are still significant legislative gaps through
which authorities were able to circumvent terms and provisions of those
covenants.

While National Dialogue Comprehensive outputs document in Yemen
averted many local legislative gaps, by giving priority to human rights
conventions reference over local legislation, it still remains subjected
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